CHAPTER THREE

THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE
SHEREEFIAN EMPIRE

RANADA fell m the year 1492, and after that date
e relations between the Moors and the Spaniards
were naturally not very happy Many of the exiles,
finding themselves destitute and burning for revenge,
took to piracy, and from Salle, Algiers, and Tunis
ravaged the Andalusian coast and waged a ceaseless
vendetta against the ships of Catholic Spain Hard
was the lot of any prisoners taken by these Barbary
rovers, for either death, labour at the galley oar, or
imprisonment under terrible conditions at Mairakesh,
Meknes or some other large Moorish town, was certain
to be their lot Only those who were rich or celebrated
had any hope of ransom All others could only wait
for death with the longing usually reserved for a friend
and liberator
For their part the Spaniards commenced almost at
once their endeavours to establish themselves in the
Maghreb Melilla, which is still held as a presidio and
administered as part of Spam, fell to their arms in 1497,
and Ceuta was occupied almost a century later An
expedition captured Larache and Marmora in 1602,
but as we have seen these trading-posts fell to the forces
of Mulai Ismail some eighty years later and afterwards
remained in the possession of the Moors. In 1859,
immediately after the accession of Sidi Mohammed to
the Sultanate, Spanish troops occupied Tetuan as the
result of a quarrel between the Shereefian and the
Spanish governments, but they subsequently evacuated
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